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. This Intier ds Inscaponst to your cetrespondenet to Aduditsinator Whitnun dared
February 14, 2001, regarding $ie contiwed existenve of the il Law Reservation, Yourfetter
iudicates that you bdlcvc thiat iz Mille Lase Resarvation wes disastsblished by operssion 6f dhe -
Relson Ast, oh, 24, 25 Siat. 642 (!339} This question Is adleessed in the atached opinion of the
Depariment of the Intesior, That épluion, b the form of & Februtey 28, 1991, lelier o Mc Burd 4,
Darlony, states thal € Mille Ludy Ruservasion bes 5o been drminished snd that Ity exiedior
boundaries remain thoss eatablished by Gip Tresty of?eﬁznmy 72, 1855, 10 S22, 1165, Tha

Depariment of the Iatariér recantly reaffirmed its opinion in the sitnchied Noveraber 5, 1998,
!fft&fm'f}r B, %"é Corfeawr. =

Yo dutter adso vofkes to Unlied utes v Mills Lac Band of Chiopess jadhans, 229 U,
428 (1913), fur the proposidon that the Supreme Cort ruled thed the Welsan At disemablished | .
the Mille Lacs Reservation. Thit case, however, concemed whether the United Sistes was fisbile
for dosnages refating to tha convayancs of lands within the BMilfe Less Rexsrvnfiod pussvani tw
the general band baws, That cane did not eddresa the preciss fswe of Whéther ths Nelson &et
d mmb}ishczi :hemmﬂmas ofthe Mills Lacy fessrvation.

The Su;mné Court’s devision in Cass Cowunty v, Lossh Lake Band of Chivpowva Indians,
S24 LS. 103 (1DIR), discusses the Nolson Ast, Oux Reglon § Offico, n the nttathiod Qulnbes 22,

1998, loiter to Dr, Corleay, cogrlained that the Court's decision did not Fiovd thet the Nelson Act
drminished the Lesch Lake Restrvation or othee Indinn Reseovations in Minnesats. ¥ elaz neto
thas the Depariment of the Interlor reashied the sams cotolusinn on this mater and deaveyed thi
apmicm in Rhcirﬂo\fcmbcr 3, 1998, letler {o Dr, Cortean, The Suproms Court's deciston In Cang
: d.of Chippewn fotians, 524 1.3, 103 {1995), 0t not disrarb o
Pightk (‘imui $ m!mg fhet the Losch Lake Reservasdon “hes nevor been disestahlished of
dipiinishid” over though the Leveh Lake Russtvation, ke other Reservations i Minnesots, was

silotted pusstiantin the Nelton Aet Sen Fapch 1,3}_1- flrod o J&fﬂm&m%
1O R34 820, 822.(8% Cir, 1997},
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§ upderstar st e conteras you Hse spoaifie o the drel NFUES permit and
wsocisied enviconmenta! sesassment regardiog e proposed Garrison afea sewags eatmem
plant freve bon addressed in & telophons o8l you had from Jobp Colleutin ollow up o your
Februacy fotier. In addidon, [ heve been told thal you wdll rooclhes a oopy of the respense to
corrnants onet they are released, -

.

i you bave sy further qussiions regarding this letter, plesse da vat hastiate o nontact
Antbony Hanson i sty Office 88 (202) 260-8106. T

o o ' Sincavely,

Foff Basougtof, Acting Diregtor
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